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Ziyad Brothers Importing Announces Illinois Scholarship
for first-year College-bound Arab students

Cicero, Il – Ziyad Brothers Importing announced it is expanding its existing
“Giving Back to the Community” student scholarship program to any student
of Arab heritage who will be attending their first year of college this Fall.

A scholarship in the amount of $1,000 college bond will be given to one male
and one female student of Arab heritage, selected from entries who
demonstrate the highest level of pride, self-identity, confidence and writing
talent.

The Scholarship will recognize students who demonstrate pride in their Arab
heritage, and who detail how they have in the past and how they hope to
contribute in the future both to their community as Arab Americans and also
to this country, explained ZBI Vice President Nemer Ziyad.

“We want to recognize the future leaders of our community who demonstrate a
commitment to enhancing and strengthening the image of the Arab Americans
through individual initiative and community service. We are looking for young
Arab American students, one male and one female, who demonstrate their
pride in their Arab heritage and as Americans,” Ziyad said.

“There are many talented Arab students and we want to encourage them to
pursue their professional career goals while also remaining dedicated to their
Arab American heritage.”

Ziyad Brothers Importing, an Illinois-based distributor of more than 1,200 food
items to stores in 46 states and six countries, awarded its first scholarships to
students in 2006.

Applicants are required to submit an essay of 500 to 800 words on how they
hope to “Give Back to the Community.” Winners will be announced in August
and scholarships will be presented at the beginning of September. The student
recipients must be enrolled in a college or university this Fall in order to receive
the cash scholarship amount. Applicants can get information on applying for
the scholarship by visiting www.Ziyad.com.

Ziyad Brothers Importing was originally founded in 1966 by Ahmad and
Ibrahim Ziyad, two immigrant brothers from Palestine. Their small retail outlet
on Chicago’s south side specialized in hard to find Middle Eastern food



products as well as the first Pita Bread bakery in Chicago catering to the
Middle Eastern ethnic community.

The retail outlet later expanded into one of the first automated Pita Bakeries in
the Midwest and began distributing Pita bread and Middle Eastern food
products to other retail outlets. Ten years later, from these humble beginnings,
Ahmad and Ibrahim Ziyad purchased their first warehouse located at 21st and
Western Avenue.

In 1995, Ziyad Brothers Importing consolidated facilities and moved into the
current location in Cicero, IL. A year later in 1996, Ahmad Ziyad passed away
at the age of 56. His brother Ibrahim assumed the role of President. Ziyad
Brothers Importing is a family owned and operated business. Ahmad’s sons
Nemer, Nassem and Nazmy and Ibrahim’s son Nezar and daughters Leila and
Sonia also work at the company.

Winning essays will be published on the www.ZiyadNews.com web site as well
as on the web site of the National Arab American Journalists Association
(www.NAAJA-US.com), and in participating Arab American newspapers and
magazines.
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